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of the First Infantry, Missouri State Militia, for the month of May, returned through these headquarters to-day. Lieutenant-Colonel Herder reported all the companies of his regiment then under his command.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
THOMAS EWING, JR.,
Brigadier- General.
[Indorsement.]
I recommend the following modifications of General Orders, No. 44, current series :
The senior officer present on duty, in the same command, with any number of companies of the same regiment, will inspect the arms, &c., as required in General Orders, No. 44, current series, from these headquarters, and report the same, on the regular form referred to in said order, to commanding officer of his regiment serving in the department, who will consolidate all the various reports thus received and forward the consolidated report to department headquarters.
J. TOTTEN,
Brig adier- General.
The major-general commanding deparcment directs that General Orders, No! 44, current series, be modified in accordance with the above recommendation.
J. TOTTER,
Brigadier- General.
CAPE GIHARDEAU, June 4, 1864. General EWING,
Commanding:
The following just received from Charleston : Colonel ROGERS :
The guerrillas destroyed the telegraph line for some distance last night, and swear they intend to keep it down. I will be after them soon. I fear ambush in repairing the line.
EWING, Commanding
From Bloomfield :
Three guerrillas killed an old Union man [named] Hicks, about 7 miles from here, last night. They shot him while at work in his garden. I sent out a party last night and another this morning. Somebody will be hurt before they return."
KILLER.
J. B. ROGERS,
Colonel.
CAPE GIKARDEAU, June 4, 1864. General EWING,
Commanding : The following order has been sent to all my subordinates :
You will not capture, under any circumstances, any man known to be a guerrilla or acting with them.   They will be killed when and where found.
J. B. ROGERS,
Colonel, Commanding. be in the field nearly or quite all of the time to make these inspections, and in the majority of cases would require the officers to go into other districts to complete their inspections. It appears to me that it is wholly unnecessary to send each commanding officer of a regiment to every post at which troops of his regiment are stationed, to make monthly inspections of arms, &c. The inspections could be quite as rigidly and completely made by the district inspector, and not add very materially to the duties of his office. My attention was called to this subject by a portion of the indorsement on Lieutenant-Colonel Herder's inspection reportke Borgne.
